Immunopathologic and histologic studies on skin from pemphigus patients in tissue culture.
Explants of skin from patients with pemphigus vulgaris and pemphigus foliaceus taken in the active stages of the disease had in vivo bound IgG in the intercellular area. After 24-48 h incubation of these explants in normal sera acantholytic bullae developed above the stratum basale, thus indicating that the bound IgG is probably in vivo bound pemphigus antibody. In both cases, skin from the inactive stage of the disease contained no in vivo bound pemphigus antibodies. Explants of these skin specimens failed to develop acantholysis in culture.